
Dear Warrior Family,       October 2, 2019 

Standardized testing allows for comparisons to be made among schools regarding student 
achievement, ensures accountability for teachers, and informs educators on how to improve 
instruction. 

Christ Academy has chosen to use ACT Aspire as the standardized test to assess student growth 
from year to year of students in grades 3 through 10.  To this end, each of the achievement tests 
that comprise the ACT Aspire battery produces scores that describe students' longitudinal 
growth in English, reading, mathematics and science. Each scale score is linked to college and 
career data through scores on the ACT assessment.  The goal of Aspire is to identify learning gaps 
early on to help students stay on track for college readiness, while preparing students for the 
content on the ACT. To do that, Aspire uses the ACT’s benchmarks to track college readiness. The 
test identifies four levels of performance: Exceeding the benchmarks, Ready (meeting the 
benchmarks), Close to meeting the benchmarks, or In Need of Support to meet the benchmarks. 

There are six reasons Christ Academy chose Aspire to assess our students: 
1. It is the only system of assessments that are directly connected to the ACT test—the most 

used college entrance exam.
2. It is the first longitudinal assessment to fully connect student performance with

readiness benchmarks.
3. It gives us greater visibility into specific areas of academic risk.
4. It delivers evidence-based results.
5. It provides a predictor of performance on the ACT beginning in grades 9 and 10.
6. Assessment results give us data that can be used to continuously improve our learning

programs.

How did our students perform for the 2018-2019 school year?  As it has been since we started 
using the Aspire assessment, the percent of our students who perform at the Exceeding and 
Ready levels continue to be significantly higher in all four content areas than the national 
average.  

Christ Academy is committed to producing academically well-prepared students by focusing on 
closing the gap between the skills students learn in school and the skills they need to succeed in 
their academic career and beyond. 
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